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WELCOME NEW STAFF AND BOARD MEMBERS
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MISTI HENDRICK
FORENSIC INTERVIEWER

Misti comes to Abbott House with a
Bachelor Degree of Social Work from the
University of Oklahoma and experience with
child welfare services
(including a recent
completion of her practicum).
Through both her volunteer
work and various past job
experience, Misti brings with
her almost a decade of
- experience with children and

i 'the medical field. Misti
currently lives in Norman, and with her
addition to the staff, we now have two full-
time forensic interviewers.

GENEVIEVE “GINNY” MEYER
FAMILY ADVOCATE/VOL. COORDINATOR
Ginny comes to Abbott House with

undergraduate degrees in Gerontology and a
Master’s degree in Social Work. She served
as a therapist at Varangon Academy — a

residential treatment center ;.- a

for boys ages 13-17 with
behavioral issues. She also
has experience as a Social
Work Case Manager at
Norman Regional Health
System with a focus on the
oncology and medical
surgical floors. She has
worked in home health and hospice, where she
still volunteers her services.

RICHARD CARLSON
BOARD MEMBER

“l gladly accepted...because of my
association for almost 30 years with Dr. Mary
Abbott whom I loved dearly and considered a
treasured colleague and mentor...I believe
strongly in the work that Mary Abbott House
does.” -Dr. Richard Carlson

Originally from Connecticut, Dr. Richard
Carson has spent the majority of his life
serving children. With his BA in Chemistry
from Wittenberg University and MD from the
University of Cincinnati in hand, Richard
served for three years in the US Navy. Most
recently, he has retired after 31 years in
Private Practice as a pediatrician in Norman.
He now teaches Tap Dance at Modern Dance
Arts Studio in Norman and is a strong
supporter of the OU School of Dance.

GLORIA JEAN FENN
BOARD MEMBER

Gloria Jean Fenn is first and foremost wife
(married to Phil, Methodist minister), mother
(Debbie, Dale and his wife Molly), and
“gramzie” to Mikaela (9) and Kiara (5).

Gloria Jean has her Master’s Degree in
Speech/Language Pathology. Her desire to be
more intentionally engaged with children was
fulfilled through her subsequent work with
SoonerStart. While at Doctor’s Park, Gloria
Jean became acquainted with the popular and
much-loved pediatrician, Dr. Mary Abbott,
and was increasingly
impressed with  the
courageous and
determined stance she
took on behalf of her
small clients, especially
those suffering any type
of abuse.

Gloria Jean has been
a loyal volunteer and
has responded to the
recent invitation to serve
on the Mary Abbott House Board of Directors
as “a welcomed honor, challenge, and
opportunity.”

If you suspect abuse or neglect, please call
the 24-hour statewide hotline:
Oklahoma Child Abuse Hotline:
1-800-522-3511

Our Mission: To serve child victims of sexual and severe physical
abuse and neglect through coordinated interagency investigation,

intervention, education and advocacy.
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YOU SERVED HOW MANY CHILDREN?!
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In 2010 Abbott House has seen a steady 10% increase in the number of children through our doors. To
more fully understand the extent of this statement, it is important to note that in 2009 Abbott House interviewed
652 children, a 16% increase over the prior year and the largest number of children to walk through our halls in a
single year. Each time this statistic is reported, it is met with groans and expressions of despair. Why the in-

crease? Why now?

It would be easy to blame the current economy for the increase in abuse cases.
And while you could make a very compelling argument for the correlation between the
increase in unemployment and the increase in physical abuse, it would be difficult to
extend that to sexual abuse. Currently, sexual abuse constitutes almost 95% of our cases.
Additionally, if this is the only cause for the increase, it highlights the idea that there is
nothing we can do to reverse the trend.

Education is one of our most important initiatives. In July, 337 different indi-
viduals were educated on the work of Abbott House, the services provided and the state
mandate to report child abuse. Over the preceding months, staff has greatly increased
community outreach, social media outreach, and presentations. By educating individu-
als, we believe that the number of referrals coming into Abbott House also increases.
Everyone knows that child abuse is bad, and that it should be reported, but may not know
how to identify the signs or to whom to report the incident.

Additionally, the increase in the number of children through our doors can be

viewed as an enormous gift. The increase also points to an increase in reporting. Child

emorials
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By David & Donna Ramirez
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By Sue Wood
Pat Mayee
By Gerry Mayes
Ruth Reed Seott
By Gene & Colleen Scott

victims of abuse experience enough trauma without being forced to tell their story of victimization over and over
again in non-child-friendly settings. By coming to Abbott House, children are able to take their first steps toward

healing therefore taking one step closer to a world free of child abuse.

Want more? Search “Mary Abbott Children’s House” and follow us on: .f | O IR Tube) @

COME CHECK US OUT

Even if you are a devoted blog reader, check our website on a regular basis, and have heard multi-
ple presentations on the workings of Abbott House, you are doing yourself a disservice by not having toured the
facility. There is an understanding and appreciation that comes from walking the halls of our building. It is as if
being in the physical space allows you to walk in the shoes of the children who visit here. Following that sentence,
you undoubtedly have decided that you will NOT come on a tour, why would you want to put yourself through that

torment?

By “walking in their shoes” you are much more able to understand how
hopeful Abbott House is. Children who come to the Abbott House ex-
perience greatly reduced trauma, and are able to take their first steps o
toward healing. The healing is so evident that the children exhibit a
physical change. Most recently, a young girl entered our building un-
willing to talk; upon leaving the forensic interview—having felt heard—
she was chatty, smiling, and literally skipped out our door.

It is imperative that children not only in our city/county/state, but all
child victims are given the chance to take back control of their
lives. This is the hope that fills the halls of Abbott House. What are
you waiting for? Please join us to learn more about what we are doing
to help children take their first steps toward healing. Guests will tour our
new facility and receive an overview of our agency. Upcoming tour
dates are posted on our website at www.abbott-house.org. Please
RSVP.

Wish List

Soft Drinks, Juice Boxes, Individually

Wrapped Snacks

¢ Handheld Video Games

¢ Postage Stamps, Copy Paper, Colored
File Folders 1/3 Cut Tabs, Envelopes
No. 6 3/4, New Verbatim DVD-Rs

¢ Lowe’s & Home Depot Gift Cards,

Wal-Mart Gift Cards

Please call before coming by to drop off dona-
tions. It is important for us to protect the confi-
dentiality of the families we serve.
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Yes, | want to help children!
Please fill in applicable information.
Individual Donation $ Corporate Donation $

In Honor of In Memory of

_ TI'would like my donation to be debited from my checking account. _ One time only _ Monthly _ Other
Please attach a voided check. Debits will be made between the 20th and the end of every month.
_ I'would like my donation charged to my Visa or MasterCard: _ One time only __ Monthly __ Other

I am interested in volunteering.

Name on Account Account Number Ex.  /
Signature

Name Email:

Address Home Phone

City State Zip, Work Phone

Mary Abbott Children’s House is a private nonprofit 501(c)(3). All gifts are tax deductible.

To donate online or for more information on volunteering visit www.abbott-house.org

THANK YOU AND GOOD LUCK!

With every end there is a new beginning. Sadly, Abbott House is waving farewell to two of our beloved staff
members. Vicki Boan, forensic interviewer, and Sabrina Yaw, family advocate/volunteer coordinator, have bid
ado. Both women had the incredible ability to put the best interests of the child victims we serve at the forefront
of all decisions they made. It was truly an honor working with both of them and they will be missed. Sabrina and
Vicki are each pursuing similar careers; Vicki as a contract forensic interviewer, and Sabrina has ventured to an
NGO to further pursue the missionary work that she loves. We wish them lots of luck and look forward to crossing
paths often. Thank you both for all your hard work and service to Abbott House.

Get Activel Get Involved! Volunteer With Us!

Mary Abbott

**Background checks and training are required for all Children's House
volunteer positions.
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David & Donna Ramirez, Sr.

The following list contains donors contributing from March 2, 2010 to August 1,2010. We 2
apologize if we have mistakenly omitted your name. Please let us know.
Hugh & Vicki Adams Marilyn Geiger Rob & Rachel Mason
Don & Dot Adkins Tim & Jessica George Gerry Mayes

Lori Bacigalupi
Edith E. Barnett
Rand & Jeannine Baker
Jack & Ruth Beller
Ed & Ann Carlson
Phillip & Charla Bird
Ryan & Sarah Bond
Stephen & Mary Bonner
David L. & Molly Boren
Kristopher Boyd
Reagan & Sharon Broussard
Jeff & Sherry Bryant
Mike & Marsha Buckley
Carol Burr
Kathe & Alan Cantrell
Meta Carstarphen
Cyndi Moates Cason
Chili’s Restaurant
Scott Christian
Don Cies
Adam & Stephanie Clinton
Wallace & Pat Collins
Colony Homes, Inc.
C.W. & Kate Cook
Steve & Janet Corley

Mark & Libby Gillet
Charlie & Cindy Gilmore
Bob & Juanita Goins
Chris & Susie Graves
June Gray
Robby Greenlee
Ronda Guerrero
Drs. Nick & Marian Gutierrez
Hailstorm Technologies, LLC
Judy Hagglund
Matt & Joanie Hamilton
Melanee Hamilton
Mary Lou Hamlin
Dr. Camille Hardy
Bob & Judy Hartsock
Landa & Eric Hawkins
Dr. & Mrs. George Henderson
Sonya Hiatt
Ideal Homes
Joe’s Taverna
Pat Johnson
William J. & Lindsey Johnson
Melanie Johnston
Kay Jewelers
Leslie Keller-Kenton

Robi Lynn Craig, DDS Lee Ann Kennedy
Tommy Don & Marilyn Craighead Jun Kim
Cynthia Creger Matthew Klugas
Tracy Culwell Mark & Debra Krittenbrink
Bill & Mary Crynes Holly Krivokapich
Carol Dillingham John & Mary Krodel
Jim & Nancy Dilley Brian Krohn
Bob & BJ Dow Jack & Jan Lawmaster
Eskridge Lexus of Oklahoma City Tyler LaReau
Kenneth & Nancy Evans Melissa Lenington
Jalal Farzaneh Brent Logsdon
Phil & Gloria Jean Fenn Craig & Connie Logsdon
John & Diane Ferree Cynthia Love
Jonathan & Natalie Fowler Amil & Dee Ann Lyon
Drs. Eileen Fox & James Fields Jamie Maddy
1st Presby. Church, Women’s Thrift Shop Sam & Ardis Marshall

David Freudiger

Steve & Lana Martin

Mike McClure
Michael & Jenna MclIntosh
John & Leah Kenton-McGaha
Don & Venita MacGorman
Helen McGrath
Gene McKown
Korey & Autumn McMahon
Carrie Miller
Gary & Jessica Miller
Keith & Linda Miller
Darrin S. Moore
Jeremy & Holli Moore
Brian & Mindy Mortensen
Michael & Gail Mullins
Mark & Chris Nanny
Kelly & Shandy Nemecek
Pam Newkumet
Norman Area Quilters Guild
Norman Pediatric Associates
Norman Regional Hospital
Jo Ann Oberst
Carol O’Bryan
Old Hat Creative
Evaren Olberding
OU Center for Public Management
Rex L. Page
Stephanie Parks
Phillip Parker, DDS, MS, PC
Becky Patten & Marvin York
Paychex Employees
Andy & Terri Payden
Ron & Glenda Peters
Sherry Pomykal
Richard & June Price
Russ & Nan Pyle
LF. & D.A. Renner
Republic Bank & Trust
Kimberley & Mark Riordan
Donald H. Roberts, DDS
Geoffrey Rogers
RollGiving
Mario Rosas & Erin Wilson

Margaret S. Rennie
Caroll & Doris Riecke
Kelly Rose
JoAnn Rogers
Herman Saltzman
Gene & Colleen Scott
Charles & Debbie Scherer
Louise Scudieri
Mary Jane Shahan
Don & Mary Sherman
Terry Shaw & Skye Diers
Sigmon Wealth Managment
Eric Sisemore & Diane Joy-Sisemore
Kenneth & Tamatha Smith
Southmoore High School
William Spain
John Stege
Samantha Stevens
Zac & Lori Stevens
Judy Sullivan
Jessica Taylor
Sandra Tedder, Ph.D.
Greg & Ann Terrell
Fran Terry
Edwin Thompson, Jr.
Alan & Lori Thrower
Tom’s Central Pharmacy
Jake & Mary Ann Tullius
Victory Gymnastics
Deb Wallevand
Ann Way
Charles & Lyntha Wesner
David & Emily White
Sylvia Willcutt
Jaci Williams
Jennifer Williams
Barbara Wright
Sue Wood
Dane & Sabrina Yaw
Jim & Nancy Yoch




